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Organized by ICUA 

2024 Youth Innovation:  
Collaborating to Improve and Protect our Planet (CIPP) 

Concept Note and Program Outline 
 

 
 

Background and Rationale 
In September 2015, the 193 Member States of the United Nations unanimously adopted the document 
Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The Agenda includes 17 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 169 targets. The goals have economic, social, and 
environmental dimensions. Since the official launch on 1st January 2016, Member States have integrated 
the 2030 Agenda into their national development strategies and plans. Yet despite the encouraging 
progress, the 2030 Agenda still faces significant challenges including global warming, the complexity 
of conserving coastal and marine areas, gender inequality, and affordable energy. 

To facilitate implementation of the 2030 Agenda, the International Centre for UNESCO ASPnet (ICUA) 
is hosting the campaign 2024 Youth Innovation: Collaborating to Improve and Protect our Planet 
(CIPP). This initiative calls on each child and youth worldwide to "Be an Explorer, Protect our Planet”. 
It will raise awareness of environmental protection among youth, deepen their understanding of 
sustainable development, promote science education, and ignite innovation and creativity. 

Organization 
ICUA, in collaboration with its regional partners, invites young people from around the world to submit 
creative works on the theme of sustainable development. A team of experts will guide the collection 
and selection of these works. The event will showcase and reward creative ideas, recognizing the 
contributions of all participants. Outstanding teams and individuals will receive awards and invitations 
to exhibitions and exchange activities, engaging with experts and peers in the field. 

Themes 
The event focuses on four Sustainable Development Goals within the wider framework: 
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Theme I: Protection of marine ecosystems (SDG14 Life Below Water) 

Topics include, but are not limited to: flora and fauna in the oceans, marine biodiversity, marine 
pollution, the impact of climate change on the oceans, marine protected areas, and innovative 
technologies for marine science. 

 
Key targets for SDG 14 

Source: https://www.globalgoals.org/ 

 

Theme II: Conservation of terrestrial ecosystems (SDG15 Life on Land) 

Topics include, but are not limited to: wildlife conservation, forest conservation, fighting land 
degradation, and ecotourism. 

 
Key targets for SDG 15 

Source: https://www.globalgoals.org/ 

https://www.globalgoals.org/
https://www.globalgoals.org/
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Theme III: Building sustainable human settlements (SDG11 Sustainable Cities and Communities) 

Topics include, but are not limited to: infrastructure development in urban and rural areas, optimizing 
resource utilization, strategies for reducing socio-economic disparities, environmentally sustainable 
living environments, and enhancing quality of life. 

 
Key targets for SDG 11 

Source: https://www.globalgoals.org/ 

 

Theme IV: Responding to global climate change (SDG13 Climate Action) 

Topics include, but are not limited to: reduction of the greenhouse effect, management of extreme 
weather, establishment of a balanced relationship between development and environmental protection, 
and implementation of initiatives to address climate change. 

 
Key targets for SDG 13 

Source: https://www.globalgoals.org/ 
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Format and Participants 
This event is open to children and youth worldwide. Participants are encouraged to submit work either 
individually or in teams of two or three. A panel of experts will select representative and innovative 
works, which will be shared through channels including the official website of the event organizer, 
official WeChat accounts, publications, and international on-site events. 

The event is designed for two different age groups: Children’s group (5-10 years old), and Youth Group 
(11-17 years old). Participants are invited to adopt their preferred format (which may include, but is not 
limited to, painting, storytelling, poetry, and research essays) to express their perspectives. This may 
include addressing the following questions: 

Theme I: 
Protection of 
marine ecosystems 
(SDG14 Life Below 
Water) 

[Marine Biodiversity] The ocean has many colorful creatures. Do you know 
of any marine creatures whose lives are being threatened by human 
activities? 

[Marine Conservation] What would your ideal marine reserve look like? 
What marine life would you protect there? 

[Impact of Climate Change on Oceans] How is climate change affecting 
marine life? 

[Using ICT/AI for Protection of Marine Ecosystems] What challenges are 
there for the rivers, lakes, seas, and oceans? (e.g. marine pollution, 
overfishing, etc.) How can modern technologies (e.g. marine environmental 
monitoring buoys, underwater robots, ocean big data platforms, etc.) be used 
to protect the oceans and achieve sustainable development? 

Theme II: 
Conservation of 
terrestrial 
ecosystems (SDG15 
Life on Land) 

[Ecotourism] If you could go on an ecotourism trip, what would be the 
highlights of your ideal site? What measures would you put in place to 
protect it? 

[Forest Protection] Imagine you are a forest warden, what would you do to 
protect the forest? 

[Wildlife Conservation] Do you know how human activities affect wildlife? 
How do wild animals and plants live in natural environments and protected 
areas? 

[Using ICT/AI technologies to care for and preserve terrestrial ecosystems] 
Describe a sustainable forest/ mountain / etc. ecosystem, where the balance 
of the ecosystem and biodiversity, the rational use of ecosystem resources by 
people (e.g., wood harvesting), and the protection of wildlife are achieved, 
and explain how modern technologies (e.g., monitoring cameras, satellite 
image analyses, geographic information systems, etc.) can be used to better 
care for forests / mountains / steppe, etc.  

Theme III: 
Building 
sustainable human 
settlements (SDG11 
Sustainable Cities 
and Communities) 

[Waste Management] Garbage is a significant environmental problem. How 
does your city or community safely dispose of garbage and reduce pollution? 

[Construction of Public Space] How does your city or community manage 
public spaces to encourage communication and interaction among people? 
What ideas do you have for making these spaces safer, more inclusive, 
accessible, and greener? 

[Urban Emergency Management] What natural disasters does your city or 
community face? How do people respond to these challenges? What are your 
observations, thoughts, and suggestions? 



5 
 

[Using ICT/AI technologies for Building Sustainable Human Settlements] 
How can waste segregation be done efficiently in everyday life and how can 
modern technologies (e.g. waste segregation identification software, smart 
bins, etc.) optimize the segregation process? How can technologies help to 
reduce energy consumption in cities and towns? How can it help the 
environment? 

Theme IV: 
Responding to 
global climate 
change (SDG13 
Climate Action) 

[Coping with Extreme Weather] What extreme weather events caused by 
climate change have you experienced or heard about? How should you 
prepare for and respond to them? 

[Reducing Carbon Emissions] What daily activities produce greenhouse 
gases (e.g. carbon dioxide)? How can we reduce these emissions? 

[Climate Justice] Which areas and groups of people are most negatively 
affected by climate change? How can we support and help these groups? 

[Using ICT/AI technologies to fight and slow down climate change] Which 
climate change phenomena are hurting your life? What kind of modern 
technologies do you think could be used or invented to reduce these negative 
impacts? 

 
Formats 
Each submission must include a PDF document and an MP4 video focusing on one question from one 
of the themes above. The PDF should contain pictures, text, and other static materials, while the MP4 
video should showcase the presentation of the entrant’s work and any materials with animation. The 
text of the entry should be in either Chinese or English. Submissions that do not meet these requirements 
will not be considered for awards and will be disqualified. For detailed submission requirements, please 
read below. 

 

Children's group (5-10 years old) 
1. Painting 

Focus on the themes. Use colors and lines and your imagination to showcase your perspective. Painting 
paper should conform to the aspect ratio of A4 paper (1.414:1). 

Recommendations for submission: 
(1) PDF document: Scan of the painting 
(2) MP4 video: Presentation of the painting, a few words about how you got the idea for the 

painting (what inspired you), and a few words about how you feel about this problem (up to 
5 minutes) 

 

2. Story 

Focus on the themes and write a complete story (documentary or imaginary) with a coherent plot that 
engages and resonates with the readers. 

Recommendations for submission: 
(1) PDF document: Story text 
(2) MP4 video: Storytelling video, a few words about how you got the idea for the story (what 

inspired you), and a few words about how you feel about the problem that you address (up to 
3 minutes) 

 



6 
 

3. Poetry 

Focus on the themes. Use simple language to express your feelings or describe a scene in the form of a 
modern poem. 

Recommendations for submission: 
(1) PDF document: Poetry text 
(2) MP4 video: Poem recitation video, a few words about how you got the idea for the poem 

(what inspired you), and a few words about how you feel about the problem that you address 
(up to 2 minutes) 

 

4. Solutions 

Focus on the themes. Address real problems and propose scientific solutions. In your video, start with 
a self-introduction, then describe the problem, present the proposed solution, and explain the intended 
impact or target effect. You can use any tools to assist with your presentation. 

Recommendations for submission: 
(1) PDF document: Solutions 
(2) MP4 video: Presentation of the solutions. Start with a self-introduction, then describe the 

problem, present the proposed solution, and explain the intended impact or target effect (up 
to 4 minutes) 

 

Youth Group (11-17 years old) 

1. Poster 

Focus on the themes. Create posters on sustainable development using either hand-drawing or computer 
software, incorporating scientific knowledge and showcasing your unique perspective. Posters should 
conform to the aspect ratio of A4 paper (1.414:1). 

Recommendations for submission: 
(1) PDF document:  Scanned or electronic version of the poster 
(2) MP4 video: Presentation of the poster including an introduction to the work, a description of 

the design idea behind it, and a personal reflection on the process of completing the work (up 
to 5 minutes) 

 

2.Solutions 

Focus on the themes. Propose practical solutions to real problems using scientific knowledge and 
reasoned arguments. Present your solution in a video, which should include a self-introduction, a 
description of the problem, the proposed solution, and the intended impact or target effect. You can use 
mind maps, object models, software, and other tools to assist your presentation. 

Recommendations for submission: 
(1) PDF document:  Solutions 
(2) MP4 video: Presentation of the solutions including a self-introduction, a description of the 

problem, the proposed solution, and the intended impact or target effect (up to 4 minutes) 
 

3. Research essay 

Choose a real-life problem and conduct research on it. Explain why the problem is important, what has 
been done to address it in the past, and the current situation. Analyze the issue based on scientific facts 
and data to draw conclusions and make recommendations for solving real-world problems. The paper 
should meet the academic standards. 

Recommendations for submission: 
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(1) PDF document:  Research essay (800-1000 words) 
(2) MP4 video: Presentation of the research including an introduction to the work, a summary of 

the essay, and a personal reflection on the process of completing the work (up to 5 minutes) 
 

Time and Place 
The event will be held online from September to November 2024. Individual participants and creative 
teams with outstanding works will have an opportunity to travel to China and to participate in offline 
exchanges following the online event. 

Schedule 

5 September to 30 September, 2024  Registration & Submission 

1 October to 15 October, 2024 Preliminary Evaluation of Entries in Each 
Competition Region 

16 October to 30 November, 2024 Final Selection, Closing Ceremony, 
Presentation and Sharing of Entries 

 

Outputs 
An expert panel will select a collection of outstanding innovative works, including paintings, stories, 
poems, posters, models, essays, and more. This collection will be made available to the public 
worldwide. The selected works will receive multi-channel publicity and be featured in exhibitions and 
sharing activities to highlight their creativity and impact. 

 

Awards 
The distribution of awards in each category will be as follows: 

1. Grand Award  

Award for Future Leaders in Green Innovations (Maximum 20 winners) 

• This award is given to works with high-ranking overall score, excellent performance in 
innovation and optimal overall quality assessed by the expert panel. 

2. Special Awards   

Award for Eco-protection (Maximum 20 winners) 

• This award is given to works with outstanding performance in scientificity, rigorous and solid 
interpretation and high value topics focusing on eco-environment protection. 

Award for Sci-Tech Innovation (Maximum 20 winners) 

• This award is given to works with outstanding performance in perspectiveness and innovation, 
novelty in the work and its interpretation and high level of creativity and originality. 

Award for Remarkable Presence (Maximum 20 winners) 

• This award is given to works with outstanding performance in these 4 parts: accurate content, 
rigorous logic, expressive and clarified presentation, fluent and engaging speech. Moreover, 
the works can effectively promote the idea of sustainable development. 

3. Merit Awards  

Award for Talents of Sci-Tech Innovation (Unlimited winners) 
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• This award is given to works that overall meet the campaign's requirements and have great 
quality and scientific strength. 

Award for Pioneers of Environmental Protection (Unlimited winners) 

• This award is given to works that overall meet the campaign's requirements, demonstrate a 
tangible concern for environmental issues and biodiversity, and show respect for nature and 
other species. 

 Award for Humanistic Care (Unlimited winners) 

• This award is given to works that concentrate on human needs in diverse environments, social 
justice and vulnerable groups, with a focus on conducting humanistic care. 

 

Submissions 
Entries from Belarus, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Iran, India, Pakistan, Russia 
must be submitted via the official email sco_icua_cipp@163.com by 30 September 2024 (inclusive).  

Each submission must include three attachments:  

(1) a filled-out application form;  

(2) a PDF document (up to 20MB in size) and  

(3) an MP4 video (up to 200MB).  

The video can contain subtitles. The language of the speech in the videos can be either English or 
Chinese. 

Please note that we do not accept links to the videos that the participant pre-uploaded to YouTube and 
other video hosting services.  

For questions, please contact the official email of the contest (in Chinese, English, or Russian): 
icua_cipp@163.com . 
 

Notes on all entries 
● All entries must be original and truthful. Use of generative AI is disallowed. Plagiarism will result 

in disqualification, and participants will be held accountable. 

● Watermarks and logos are not permitted. Submissions from commercial organizations, as well as 
works that are commercial in nature, staged, or disruptive to the ecological environment and 
community, will not be accepted.  

● All submitted works must comply with legal regulations, avoiding violence and infringement of 
rights. They should not contradict social norms, morals, or religious beliefs. 

● The event’s collection, evaluation, presentation, and publication are intended for public benefit, 
and participants will not be charged registration fees. 

● Contributors retain full copyright of their works and are responsible for resolving any disputes 
related to them. 

● By submitting an entry, the participant grants the organizers the right to use the work free of charge 
for future public exhibitions, publications, and educational activities related to sustainable 
development and environmental science. 

● The organizer reserves the right to disclaim responsibility for disputes regarding attribution rights 
arising from the work submitted by participants. 

 

mailto:sco_icua_cipp@163.com
mailto:icua_cipp@163.com
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Supporting Organizations 

 
 

Logistics 
The event will employ Chinese and English as working languages. All official key materials will be 
available in both languages. 

There is no charge to participants. Participation in any subsequent offline sharing and demonstration 
activities is optional.  
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